
In September 2008, archaeologists 
have found six treated pieces of ivory, 
which could entirely be put back to-
gether to the Venus of “Hohle Fels”. 
The gurine with appr. 6 cm is made 
of mammoth ivory, is 42,500 years old 
and thus is the oldest aesthetic plastic 
poportrayal of a human being in history.

For further information and current scientic ndings, 
please visit our website http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/

www.iceageart.de
www.urmu.de
www.weltkultursprung.de

UNESCO Geopark
www.geopark-alb.de

www.unesco.de/wissenschaft/geoparks.html

Painted stones were found in the Magdaleni-
an’s layer during excavations in the years of 
1998, 2009 and 2010. The painting of the 
stones is typical for that time 15,000 years 
ago. The form as well as the diameter of the 
painting suggests that it was stamped with 
the brake of a tiny branch. Minerals like 
ochochre, haematite and red chalk served to 
produce the colours for painting.

Triple perforated pearls made of 
mammoth ivory have only been 
found in “Hohle Fels” up to now. 

The early modern humans produced 
ropes and twines with these mammoth 
ivory tools over 40,000 years ago. 

Special protection is granted by the Heritage Protection Law of 
Baden-Württemberg as well as by different Nature Protection Laws. 
The UNESCO’s World Heritage List intends to express solidarity within the 
community of states worldwide.
CCreate awareness for a cultural and natural heritage in common leads to a 
peaceful community of all countries of the world. The column of UNESCO as 
education, science, culture and mutual exchange are fundamentally 
integrated in the principles of the World Heritage Convention. 

The six caves and the surrounding landscape 
are registered in the UNESCO World Heritage 
List entitled as “Caves and Ice Age Art of the 
Swabian Alb” since July 9, 2017. The World 
Heritage Site is an extraordinary proof of the 
rst early modern human (Homo sapiens) in 
Europe. 

Double perforated pearl made of mammoth 
ivory. The manufacturing of jewellery is only 
known from the World Culture Heritage of the 

Swabian Alb. 40,000 years old

Twelve bone pieces from the 
radius of a griffon vulture 
could be almost joined to-
gether to an entire ute with 
5 nger-holes and with a 
length of 21,8 cm. It is the 
oldest music instrument 
wworldwide up to now. 42,500 

years old 

Foto: Hilde Jensen © Universität Tübingen

Carving detail: The lines are 
generally well recognizable 
and accurate cuts with  se-
lected positioning.

Foto: Alexander Janas © Universität Tübingen

The bone artefact in exact 
position of discovery in 

“Hohle Fels”

Discovery presentation dated on 26 of 
July 2018

Rip of a mammoth from the period of 
the Gravettian 35,000 – 30,000 years old 

Length: 44 cm 
Width: 5,1 cm
Size: 2,1 cm 

MMarking: 93 and 83 lines 
It is supposed, that the markings were 
used as information material. 

Mammoth bones with markings

Foto: Hilde Jensen © Universität Tübingen

The “Hohle Fels”, a reef making called “Schwammstotzen” was 
formed in the Jurassic sea appr. 150 million years ago. Then it has 
been uncovered through erosion. The caverns lie at 534 meters 
above sea level. After walking down a path for about 29 meters, 
one of the largest caverns in the Swabian Alb can be reached. With 
an area of more than 500 m², it is one of the biggest accessible 

cave halls of the Swabian Alb.   

The archaeological excavations in “Hohle Fels” have been carried 
out annually by archaeologists of Tübingen University since 1977. 
Commissioned by the state office for Cultural Heritage Preserva-
tion in Baden-Württemberg, the excavations are led by Prof. 

Nicholas J. Conard since 1997. The excavation has been sponsored 
by the HeidelbergCement AG for 17 years.

In 2014, a further fragment was found and gives hope for a second 
Venus gurine. The form, as well as the pattern are reminiscent of 
the side part of Venus’s chest and upper abdomen from the year 
2008. That discovery was found in the same layer of about 42.500 

years ago.  
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